
�
�

�
���������	��
��	��
�
�	���������
�
���
�
���������
�

- CIGRÉ’s Next Generation   
 

CIGRÉ UK NGN – www.cigre-ngn-uk.org  Page 1 of 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

NGN Update 
May 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CIGRÉ NGN - CIGRÉ UK’s 
Next Generation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CIGRÉ is a permanent international, non government,  non-profit-making 
association, founded in France in 1921. 

 
Its aim is to develop and distribute technical know ledge in the field of the 

generation and transmission of high voltage electri city. 
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1 Membership  

 
·  Current membership is 132 NGN Members and 30 Associate NGN Members 
·  55 memberships cancelled during 2010 membership renewals  
·  NGN registrations during 2010 rapidly growing: +19 new members (non-associated) 
·  The summary below shows the current membership levels, split by industry and academia. The 

table also shows the membership registrations in 2009 and 2010.  
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·  In the beginning of 2010, 69 members were asked to pay for a regular Cigre membership. 14 

members paid and 55 did not. 
·  A plan to achieve a stronger recruitment is being elaborated at the moment. Last meeting (Apr 

2010), Steering Committee has agreed to adopt a more aggressive recruiting and communication 
strategy with the intention of increasing the engagement of young members in Cigre and therefore 
enhance transfers of people from NGN to regular Cigre. 

·  In this line, communication material, e.g. welcome emails, newsletter, event invitations, has been 
improved 

·  In addition, a New Invitation Letter to join NGN has been implemented. The idea is to invite 
responsible young professionals already known by existing NGN members to join Cigre NGN. 

 

2 Events  
 

Novel Events strategy 
·  In 2010, an improved approach has been proposed. Events shall be of two types: 

o Core Events (as know in 2008): 3 full-day events p.a. targeting a broad audience. 
o Short Events (new): flexible number of short events targeting a more restricted audience. 

·  To try and streamline the organisation process, an events coordinator has been nominated. 
Where possible, a local NGN member is in charge of the detailed organisation. 

Past Events 

Core Technical event 2009-3 and AGM 
·  Subject: “Materials for electric energy technologies in future power systems” 
·  Venue: AREVA T&D, Stafford 
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·  Event combined with Cigré UK liaison meeting for SC B4/C1/C4/C5/C6 
·  Date: 30 November 2009 
·  40 attendees from NGN, CIGRE UK and others. 
·  Local organiser: Patrick Favre-Perrod (NGN member) 
·  Technical visits: 

o Alstom Turbogenerators 
o AREVA T&D Transformers 

·  Topics of the presentations: 
o Material challenges in turbo-generators 
o Environmentally friendly insulation for Switchgear 
o Nano-composite materials for power applications 
o On-line monitoring of power transformers (by V. Catterson, NGN member) 
o Use of natural ester insulation fluids in power transformers 
o Cigré working group involvement: opportunities for NGN members 

 

    
 

Core Technical event 2010-1 
·  Subject: “Offshore Windfarm Development” 
·  Venue: Siemens, Newcastle 
·  Date: 29 April 2010 
·  25 attendees from NGN, CIGRE UK and others. 
·  Local organiser: Sarah Follman (NGN member) 
·  Technical visit: Galloper Offshore Substation Platform (ready for shipping) 
·  Topics of the presentations: 

o Offshore Wind Development in the UK 
o CIGRE B3.26 working group: Guidelines for AC Offshore Substations 
o Offshore construction challenges and the Galloper project 
o Bus transfer back to Siemens and refreshments 
o The Challenge of Large Volumes of Wind Generation in the GB Island System 
o Power Converters for Wind turbines 
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Future events – 2010 

Roadmap 2010 
Core events 

·  July – Pumped hydro storage, Cruachan, Scottish Power 
·  November – HV testing and standards, University of Manchester 

22 – 27 August – Paris session:  
·  Social event 
·  Technical event 
·  NGN stand 

Short events (tbc) 
·  Tidal power 
·  Forensic analysis 
·  Composite cross arm 

 
Note: Main deviation to plan is change from Dinorwig to Cruachan. Reason: no “charge free” visit 
possible at Dinorwig. 

Roadmap 2011 
In the last SC meeting, it has been agreed to try and organise the following core events in 2011 
(preliminary ideas): 

·  HVDC scheme (possibly IFA) 
·  Nuclear power plant 
·  Statcom with integrated energy storage (EDF / ABB) 

 
Recruitment 
We are currently looking for an Event Coordinator for 2011 to start as soon as possible. This is to 
allow for smooth transition from 2010 to 2011. An advert will appear in the next newsletter. 
Nominations from CIGRE UK Exec would be most welcome. Please contact Patrick Favre-Perrod for 
more information.  
 

3 Mentoring  
 
We are happy to report our first official mentor application a month ago. This would be Elena Petrova 
from ABB who will be mentored by Stuart Grattage who is also from ABB. We will of course be 
monitoring this as it will be a good learning case for us.  
 
In addition, as stated in the last report, we would be retaining the primary functions and services in 
terms of the acting as a go between NGN members and the Cigre UK Exec. Mentoring services would 
be retained as they are but would not be publicized any further. 
 
From attending the Technical committee meeting in Nov last year, several ideas were raised and 
discussed on how the relationship between the TC and NGN can be further enhanced. Due to informal 
rules about SC composition and make up, the idea of a mirror working group was brought up. This 
was in fact an extension of a trial that was already run on one of the existing SCs.  
 
Feedback from actual participants from the trial mirror group was gathered and was found to be highly 
positive. We have therefore discussed this further and have agreed that that would be a direction that 
we would hope to implement and trial. The overall structure and idea has been formulated and 
included in a previous document. This has been forwarded to Mark Waldron and we are currently 
awaiting feedback on what we should do for the next step.  
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4 Website  
 
www.cigre-ngn-uk.org    
 
·  Cost incurred for hosting the website is 

currently £73 pa. 
·  In April 2010 Alex Pettener stepped down from 

his position as Webmaster and Muhammad 
Ashraf has taken his place. We are currently 
looking for a new web assistant to help revamp 
and make the website more efficient.  

·  Muhammad Ashraf has concentrated on 
making the website more user-friendly.  

·  Membership access has been made a little 
easier by an electronic “membership request 
form” which provides Rodrigo Moreno 
(Membership Coordinator) with basic details, 
after which he sends the requester the CIGRE 
registration form. Fig. 4.1 

·  The future plan is make this process even 
quicker by allowing requesters to fill in the 
CIGRE registration form directly by 
downloading it from the website. 

·  Event registration has been made easier by an 
electronic form. It is customized for each 
event; information can be added/removed for  
individual events i.e. PPE required, Shoes size  Fig 4.1 membership request form (above) 
to visit site etc. Fig 4.2.     Fig 4.2 event registration form (below) 

·  New logo added.  

 
·  News ticker has been added to highlight the 

latest updates. 
·  A link to the NGN Facebook group has been 

added (see Communications for further details). 
 
Recruitment 
We are currently looking for a Web Assistant to help 
the webmaster to update the website. An advert will 
appear in the next newsletter. Nominations from 
CIGRE UK Exec would be most welcome. Please 
contact Patrick Favre-Perrod for more information. 



�
�

�
���������	��
��	��
�
�	���������
�
���
�
���������
�

- CIGRÉ’s Next Generation   
 

CIGRÉ UK NGN – www.cigre-ngn-uk.org  Page 6 of 6 

  

5 Financial Overview  
 
·  The only expense incurred last year was the website maintenance of £73 
·  Siemens Transmission and Distribution Ltd sponsored the first technical event at Newcastle and 

no costs were incurred by Cigre. 
·  It is our aim to arrange the upcoming technical events to be fully sponsored by the costing 

organisation. 
·  The budget for 2010 does however include expenditure for the stand at this year’s Paris session. 

The amount has yet to be finalised 
 

6 Communications – NEW section  

 
·  Due to Maria Brucoli (Vice-Chair/Information Coordinator) going on maternity leave from 

March/April 2010 the role of Information Coordinator has now been transformed into a 
Communications team. It is being lead by Aruna Gunatilake, Areva T&D and assisted by Elena 
Petrova, ABB and Elise Ganendra, PB Power. We welcome our new volunteers to the NGN team. 

·  From April 2010 there will be shorter monthly newsletters instead of longer quarterly newsletters to 
keep members informed more regularly and remind them of upcoming events.  

·  The NGN Facebook group will be kept up to date and will be used to informally keep members of 
the group updated.  

 
This report has had input from: 
Rodrigo Moreno, Imperial College London, Rodrigo.Moreno07@imperial.ac.uk     
Patrick Favre-Perrod, Areva T&D, Patrick.Favre-Perrod@areva-td.com  
Soon Kiat Yee, Siemens, Soon.Yee@siemens.com  
Muhammad Ashraf, Areva T&D, Muhammad.Ashraf@areva-td.com  
Sarah Follmann, Siemens, Sarah.Follmann@siemens.com   
Beatrice Chong, National Grid, Beatrice.Chong@uk.ngrid.com  
 


